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: CHRON. Chap. XII, Ver. 23, and 32. 


Theſe are the Numbers of the Bands' that wore. 


ready armed to the War, and came to David, to 
Hebron, to turn the Kingdom of Saul to him; ac- 
cording to the Word of the Lord. — — 


Of Zebulon ſuch as went forth to Battle, expert in 
War, with all Inſtruments of War, Fifty Thou- 


and, which could keep Rank, they were not of 


double Heart. 
ASS sei HE grand 4c which had ariſen 


f Cone the Houſe of Saul, and the 
87 by T? 7 Houle of David, on the Account of 
24 the Tranſlation of the 1 from 

1 the former to the latter, and which had 

GD 969 occaſioned many Jealouſies, and diſora 
derly Factions in Saul's Life-time, was adopted and 


3 wig oy his Son and Succeſſor 1/þboſheth, af- 


ter his And to this Controverſy betwixt the 
two 


The 


wo Houſes, with Regard to their reſpective Rights to 
the Throne, may be attributed thoſe various Deſſenſions, 
and even bloody Wars, which now took Place among the 
ſeyeral Tribes of Iſcael, and indeed, among Brethren 
of the ſame Tribe; for they were not always divided 
by Tribes, in the Part they acted, but cach one judgin 
for himſelf, adhered to the Houſe of Saul, or Davis 
either according as he thought their Claims to be juſt, 
or his own Interelt beſt ſerved. 

AxTxx the Death of Saul, David by Direction from 
the Lord, goes with his Adherents to. Hebron; and the 
Men of Judab, who were chiefly, if not univerſally, in 
his Intereſt, came and anointed him King over them ; 
{ome other Tribes came alſo, whilſt he was there, and 
made their Submiſſion to him; and becauſe it was a Day 
of general Uneaſineſs and Danger, it appears that the 
Warriors of thoſe Tribes put themſelves into Bands, or 
diſtin& military Companies, prepared for Battle, when 
they came to David to make him their King. So the 
Text declares, T heſe are the Number of the Bands that 
were ready armed to the Mar, and came to David at He- 
bron, to turnthe Kingdom: of Saul to him, &c. Warlike 
and valiant Men out of the ſeveral Tribes, afterwards 
named, came to David, with a true and honeſt Delign 
to throw off their Allegiance from the Houſe of Saul, 
and to ſubmitto him in the Exerciſe of his regal Autho- 
rity ; prepared with Inſtruments of War, and diſpoſed 
in Order of Battle, to defend his Perſon and Govern- 
ment. It follows: According to the Mord of the Lord: 
Agrecable to what God, by the Prophet, had declared 
ſhould happen for Saul's Diſobedience, in not executing 
his fierce Wrath upon Amalet. Tbeſe Warriors pur- 
ſued their own Inclipation ; but the grand Affair which 
they came. to accompliſh, was ere by the 
great Monarch of rhe Univerſe, by whom Kings Reign, 
and Princes detree Juſtice :— Of Zebulon ſuch as went 
farth to Battle, expert in Mar, with all i, of* 

= um,, 


9 


cuting 


lich 5 
which 


y the 
Reign, 


s went | 
nts of” 


Wars 


(P41 

War, Fifty T beufand, which could keep Rank, they were 
"not of double Heart - Of thoſe who went over to Da- 
vid, there were no leſs than Fifty Thouſand our of the 
ſingle Tribe of Zebulon, who were all of them Men of 
War—dextrous in Battle—furniſhed with the neceſſar 
Implements of War - expert and {ſkilful in uſing them 
not only expeditious and wiſe to form into Order of Bat- 
tle, at the Conan of their Leader, according to the 
Cuſtom of ancient Time; bur able alſo to hold their ref- 
| xy Situation and Poſts, or with military Wiſdom and 
Valor urge home upon the Enemy—who, likewiſe, were 


honeſt and true-hearred, who did not diſſemble an Affec- 


tion for the Houſe of David, whilſt they were really at- 
tached to that of Saul; but were faithful and loyal to 
their new King. This Part of their Character is con- 
firmed by the Context: All theſe Men of War that 
could keep Rant, came with a perſet# Heart to Hebron, 
to make David King, &c. It hath been ' obſerved- by 
ſome, that this is added with Regard to the Tribe of Ze- 
bulon—They were not of double Heart—to'remove 
the Suſpicion which this Tribe, eſpecially bad fallen un- 
der, reſpeRing their Loyalty to King David. However, 


they were now heartily engaged in his Intereſt, and wil- 


ling to become his Subjects. And being Men of War, 
endowed with 9 martial Accompliſhment, they were 


fit Inſtruments, and accordingly improved to anſwer the 


wiſe Purpoſes of Heaven, in bringing the important 
Controverſy to a good Iſſue, and in eſtabliſning and de- 
fending the Throne of David, not only againſt the diſ- 
affected 7//--7:tes, who ſtill preſerved their Attachments 
to the Houſe of Saul; but alſo againſt the Nations with 
which they were ſurrounded, who, for a long Time had 
been, and now were, implacable Enemies to the Zews: 


FroM the Words thus deſcanted on, we may be led 


with, Proptiety enough to conſider theAccompliſhmenrs 
of the Soldier and theExpediency and Fitneſs of thoſe 


Accompliſhments, to anſwer the wiſe and good Ends of 
divine 
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divine Providence in the World, either for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Peace of that Community which already en- 
joys it, or the reſtoting it in a Time of War. 
Fust, We will conſider the Accompliſhment of the 
Soldier. But as we are now proceeding upon the 
Suppoſition of the Legality or Equity of a War, which 
may perhaps be tho t by ſome, to want Proof; it will 
not be impertinent previouſly to ſuggeſt a, few Argu- 
ments for the Confirmation of it. For if a War be un- 
terly unlawful and wrong, under any Circumſtances 
whatever, it is then, not barely an idle, but a criminal 
Waſte of Time, to talk of military Endowments. In 
this Caſe, the Soldier with his Weapons of War, ought 
to be entirely baniſhed from the Earth, and not. ſuffered 
any more to grow up, or appear among Men: Whereas, 
if a War, on the contrary; may not only be lawful, but | 
ſometimes: even neceſſary, as perhaps it is, in ſuch a ral 
World as ours, and among ſuch ee may ver | 
properly recall the Soldier from his Baniſhment, praiſe 
Tis Accompliſhments, and own his Uſefulneſs, - 
To make it appear that a War may, poſſibly, be equi. 
table ant! lawful, in ſome Circumſtances, (for no one 
pretends it is ſo in all) I ſhall briefly offer the following 
* and leave every Man to judge of their 
1 Un the Jewiſh! Polity, which was of divine 
Iyſtitutien, God himſelf expreſly directed to War, gave 
Encouragement, and afforded various Aſſiſtances in the 
Conduct of it Which, tho? it may be no Proof of the 
Lawfulneſs of a War under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
et it evidently is ſo under the Jewiſh ; and it ſhews 
Further, that War is not in its own Nature morally unfit 
and wrong, for were it ſo, it could not have had the 
Cbuntenance and Approbation of an all- perfect Being, 
-who cannot. contradict his own eternal, moſt righ- 
teous Conſtitution of Things, by making that Right un- 
der any Diſpenſation, Jewiſh or Chriſtian, which in Con- 
1 35 ; | fequence 


Hall his Blood be hed, faith the Scripture: An 
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ſequence of this Conſtitution; ismaturally! Wrong. This 


being the greateſt 'Abfurdity) imaginable, no other than 
that of God's denying himſelf. vinyl ag 28 

2. AIL Nations, jewiſh, Chriſtian, and Pagan, have 
judged that their own Property and Welfare, as political 
Bodies, may be protected even by armed Force, apainſt 
unpeaceable and-uhreafonable- Men, who, not content in 
their own Limits, or with their on Rigtits, are for in-: 
vading thoſe of their Neighbours— Tis true all Men 
may poſſibly judge wrong, but as this i the joint Voice 


of Nations, nut of the rude and barbarous only, but of 


the mote grave and civil, and even Chriſtian, ; there may 


be fone Argument in it; not altogether unlike that of 


univerſal Conſent; and ought to be allowed its proper 
Weigl.t in the preſent Caſ mme. 
3. Tus Principle ot Self -· Preſervation, and the natu- 
ral Rights of Mankind, fall in with other Arguments tao 


prove the Point in View. If a particular Commenity or 


Society of Men, incorporated for their mutual Comiorg 


and Proſperity, have a Right to enjoy unmoleſted, Hife, 
Property, and every civil Privilege; another diſtinct Su- 
ciety hath no Right to diſturb them, eſpecially not i to 
deſtroy them, this. being a Contradiction. And if, the 
latter unrighteouſſy inv ade, why may not the former juſt- 
ly withſtand them? Why doth not the Principle of Self- 
Preſervation, which is the Law of Nature, the Lawjof 
God, jultify them in defending their Rights, and reſiſting 
even to Blood, where more human and friendly Methods 
have been firſi tryed and found inefſectual? Why ſhould 
they tamely ſubmit and yield up Life and Property, and 
every valuable Enjoyment, to each wicked and ungodly 
Cut-Throat ? I hahe ſheddeth Man's - Blagd, 7 Man 
if this 
be not a Declaration anly, of what the murtherous Per- 
ſom may expect. who is hated by Mankind, and probably 
Fre long will be met with, and diſpatched out of the 
Way; but a Command, at leaſt, a Licence given to. 
V: "1 : the 
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the ſupreme Magiſtrate to puniſh ſome Offenders, viz. 
Murderers by Death; it then, in the Reaſon of it, 
quite as fully authoriſes Common-Wealths and States 
to infli the Gs Puniſhment upon foreign Murtherers, 
as upon thoſe at Home; an Attempt to ruin a whole 
People being a Tranſqreſſion of the higheſt Law. 

TraT a War may poſſibly be lawful even under 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, may be pretty fairly argued 
from the Anſwer John Baptiſt gave to the Soldiers, and 
his Silence with Regard to the Unlawfulneſs of their 
Profeſſion. When John had ſaid, Now the Ax is 
ard unto the Root of the Trees, &c. the People, and 
among the reſt, the Soldiers, demanded of him ſayin 
What ſhall we do then? His Reply to the Soldiers is 
this ; Do Violence to no Man, neither accuſe any faſly, 
and be content with your Wages. - He doth not adviſe 

them to relinquiſh their Employment, as he had a fair 
Occaſion, and doubtleſs would have done, had it been 
unwarrantable, and not in anyCaſe to be tolerated under 
the Kingdom of the Redeemer, which was now creating 
among Men; but only cautions them againſt ſome Vices to 
which Soldiers are too much addicted, and regulates their 
Behaviour in their Buſineſs: And the Admonition, be con- 
tent with your Wages, ſeems to be a tacit A llowance of the 
Employment whereby they became due ; for tis not ſup- 
poſeable, that ſo rigid a Preacher of Repentance as John, 
theTenor of whoſePreachi was, Bring forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance, would adviſe them to be eaſy with the 
Wages of Unrighteouſneſs : And as they were Roman 
Soldiers, ſtationed in Judea to hold the conqueſt Lands, 
and as the great Deſolation which was afterwards to be 
brought upon the Jes, by the Romans, was intended 
(as good — ſay) by the Ax laid to the Root of 
the Trees, which was the Occaſion of the Soldiers en- 
uwring with Regard to their Duty; As this was the 
aſe, I ſay, *tis evident that John's Advice reached until 
after the Kingdom of the Meſſiah was ſet up ; and fo 
may 


Ma 


may be looked on as an Approbation of the Soldiers . 
Profeſſion under it. a 

Bor it is not the main Deſign of this Diſcourſe to 
prove the Equity of a War. We therefore go on, as 
was propoſed, to conſider the Accompliſhments of the 
Soldier, taking it for granted, proved or not, that his 
Profeſſion is not unwarrantable. 

FixsT, Beſides natural Vigor and Activity, he ſhould 
be compleatly fixt, with all neceſſary Materials and Ac - 
coutrements of War. : 
Ir is obſerved of the mighty Men of War, who came 
to David at Zitlag, while he kept himſelf cloſe for Feat 
of Saul, that they were armed with Bows, a noted and 
ancient military Weapon, and now in Uſe among ſome 
of the Aboriginals of this Continent ; and of the Fifty 
Thouſand of the Tribe of Zebulon, that they were 
furniſhed with all Inſtruments of War, deſtitute of no 
Weapon neceſſary to prepare them for a hot Engage- 
ment, or to | way” it with Advantage. And accordingly 
it is as neceſſary for the Soldier, in the preſent, as it was 
in former Days, to be compleat in Arms, well fixt and 
turniſhed,when he is called forth into theField of Battle. 
Otherwiſe, he will not honor his Profeſſion, nor fave his 
Country from Ruin; but become the Scorn and By- 
Word of the inſulting Foe, and deſervedly, contemptible 
in his Eyes. | 

2. Hz ſhould be _ in War,—not only thoro'ly 
accompliſhed with the Weapons of War, but agile and 
dextrous in the Management of them, underſtand their 
reſpective Ends and Uſes, and know how to apply them. 
According, as *tis ſaid of the Helpers of the War who 
were with David they could uſe boch the right Hand 
and the Left in hurling Stones, and ſhooting Arrows out 
of the Bow ; and being Men of War, fit for the Battle, 
could handle Shield and Buckler. 

Tut Soldier ſhould be trained up to the Uſe of 
Arms, and diſciplined in wy Art of War : For this — 
| ; 2 Ke 
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likce all others, is perfectly acquired only by Practice: 


This forms the Soldier furniſhes with military Skill, and 
Dexter ty, and prepares him againſt the Day of Battle. 
”, 3: tit ſhould be inſtructed in the various Motions, 
and Poſtures of Body, Diſpoſition and Order into which 
Armies are drawn, for the more ſucceſsful Management 


of the Battle; and able alſo to diverſity, according as 


Tims, Circumſtance, or different Manner of the Ene- 
wh combating may require. Agrecably, tis obſerved 
of the noble Warriors in the Text, that they could keep 
Rank; which Whether it intends their preſerving Order, 
Rank; and File, without Confuſion, in a warm Engage- 
ment, any Way ſimilar to a regular well- diſciplined Eu- 
ropean Body, it Anatrers not; ſince tis evident this was 
ſpokewin their COommendation, as accompliſh'd Soldiers, 
and as an Inſtance uf their military Skill. Of ſome 


others it is ſaid/ they helped David againſt the Band of 


Rovers; by which, I fuppoſe, the Amalakites are 
intended, who had burnt Zitlag, and carried the Women 
and Children into Captivity : whom David and his Men 
eagerly purſued, attacked them, and recovered all. And 
this Bartho, very probably. was conducted in à different 
Manner from many others, not much unlike the Wil- 
derne ſs Skirmiſhings of our Indians; for it appears, Da- 
vid took them on Surpriſe, and made the On- ſet while 
they were ſpread abroad on all the Earth, eating and 
drinking, and dating, and:merity regating on the Spoil 
they had taken, and he ſmote them from the Twilight 
even unto the Evening of the next Day. And accord- 
ingly the Soldier ſhould not be unacquainted with the 
Methods of War chat are practiſed by the Enemy, nor 
unable to play the: Man, and fight floltully, either in the 
Wilderneſs or in the Field. — The Regular Method of 
Figbring, is, indecd, only, or chiefly practiſed among the 
civilized Nations of Europe, and !accordingly this only 
need be taught there; but *ris fur otherwiſe with us on 
this Continent: We have here to:ehcotinter both Reguꝭ 
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lar Bodies, uo can keep Rank, with their horrid Artil- 
lery. in the open Field, and the Irregular Salvages;with 
their peeviſh treacherous Muſquerty in the Wilderneſs; 
Tis. therefore neceſſary for the. American Soldier, to-be 
ſo - variouſly accompliſhed, as thatthe may date to face 


4 
- 


either the one or the other! * ©! 
4. Hs ſhould be conrageans, and have a bold und 
magnanimous Spirit, which will lead him on witha noble 
Ardor to perform warlike and valiant Exploits. — Sucha 
brave, intrepid Spirit had ſome of David's Warriors; 
their Faces were likeithe Faces of Lions; they were n 


ſſwwift as the Roes upon the Mountains: One of the leaft 


of them was dver an Hundred, and the greateſt overia 
Fhouſand; or as tis render'd inthe Matgin of ſoie 
Impreſſibns, one that was leaſt could roſiſt an Hundred; 
andthe greateſt a"Phoytand. — They were fited with mars 
tial Ardor;-—prefſtd hard upon the Enemy, and greatly 
diſtinguiſhed themſelv es in rhe Day of Battle. Fortt. 
tude / is a maſterly Stroke! in the Character of a Soldiers; 
other Accorhpliſhments,. tho? excellent and uſeful, when 
joined with it, become wain and infignificant without it: 
'This will prompr him to runHazards, and face Dangers, 
and conquer Difficulties— This will animate him to re- 
move every Obſtacle and endure Hardſhips This will 
ſpitũt him een to diſplace Rocks, and paſs Mountain, 
and inter poſing Lakes and Seas, hen his Country callt 
him to ſùbdue her Enemies, as lis obſerved of che ri 

ty Men of David, who) were fit for Battle: Theſe ure 
they who "went over Jordan inthe 2 Month, toben ir 
bad overflown all irs Banks, and put to Flight all them 
of the V. alleys, Joch $%ard the Eaſt, aud toward bel est. 
The Coward trembles to go forward; his Feurs e 
Moment ſhiver him-over- the Brin of Deſtruction N 
fears where no Fear is and flees hen no Man purſuesla. 
but che brave Soldler is as bold as a Lion; lie eoordg 
oufly endoumters thè Enemy, unmoved' at the t᷑onfu 
Noiſe of War) or at-the more frightful Images of Gar. 
ments roll'd in Blood. 5. AxoTHER 


6 


F. ANoTHER neceſſary Qualification of the Soldier is, 


Loyalty and Fidelity to his Prince, under whoſe Banner 


he hath enliſted They were not of double Heart, ſays 
the Text, they did not either thro” mere Neceſlity, as a 
conquer'd Tribe, or from mercenary Views, come ovet 
to David to fight his Battles for him; but they bare him 
a hearty Affection, and were ſincerely loyal in Oppoſition 
to any Regards to the Houſe of Saul: And this impor- 
tant Circumſtance rendered them much fitter for Da- 
vid's Uſe, for being in a Controverſy, and his Kingdom 
not quite eſtabliſhed: He ſtood in Need of true and 
Faithful Soldiers, {ſuch as he could ſecurely confide in, 
and depend upon, in the Management of his military 
Affairs. Had they been diſaffected or deſigning, and 
come only to betray him, it would have been moſt unſafe, 
to admit ſo grand a Body of diſciplined T into his 
Camp. And David, who was a Man of War, a great 
and prudent General, as well as a very good King, ſeem- 
ed to be ſufficiently aware of this : Accordingly, when 
the Children of Benjamin and Judab came to one of his 
ſtrongHolds, he faid firſt unto them, ¶ ye be come peace- 
ably to help me, mine Heart ſhall be knit unto you ; but 
. if ye become to betray me to mine Enemies, ſeeing there is 
no Wrong in my Hands, the God of our Fathers look 
thereon, and rebuke it: This was a wiſe Precaution in 
the new King ; and to his great Joy, he found them, up- 
on Trial, to be his good and truſty Friends. The Spirit 
came upon Amaſai, their chief Captain, who ſaid, Thine 
are we David, and on thy Side, thou Son of Jeſſe: 
Peace, Peace be to thee, and Peace be to thine Helpers, 
for thy God helpeth thee ; then David received them, 
and made them Captains of the Band. To admit diſaf- 
Feed Troops into the Camp, eſpecially if well diſciplin- 
ed, and expett in War, a7 be attended with the worſt 


of Conſequences, © This 7oab ſuggeſted with Regard to 
Abner, that brave General, who had been to make Terms 
with David, and gone away in Peace, in Order to bring 
OR | over 
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over all rae! to him; and accordingly he flew him. 


And it his Suggeſtion had been juſt, his Conduct would 
not have been blamed. However it appears, that. Abner had 
formed no ill Deſign againſt Dev:d; but was heartily! 
brought over to his Intereſt ; and had he ſurvived the 
bl Tragedy, wauld probably have tly ſerved 
him boch bd Cabiner and in the Field. © Nor indeed, 

did Joab ſuſpect any 'Treachery in him, but only made a 

Handle of it and meanly flew him, becauſe Abner in his 

ownDefence, and when in Truth he could not help it, had 
{lain his Brother Aſabel, which is one of the moſt diſho- 
nourable Actions of Foab'sLife. Even David himſelf, 
when he was going with the Philiſtines againſt Saul to 
Battle, was greatly ſuſpected of Deceit : The Princes 
and Lords of Philiſtia grew jealous, left he ſhould prove 
an Adverſary in Time of Battle, and take this Opportu- 
nity to reconcile himſelf to his Maſter Saul, 7 the 
the Price of their Heads; and accordingly they diſmiſ- 
ſed him. And- all wiſe Kings have been cautious how 
they receive ſuſpected Troops into their Army. A Spi- 

rit of Diſloyalty there, is moſt unluckily placed, and it 
will be like to work all Manner of Miſchief to the State. 

Tur Soldier, therefore, ſhould be true and loyal; he 
ſhould love his King, and love his Country ; and then, 
he will be ready at their Call to fight bravely in the De- 
fence of both. Loyalty is a W ſo neceſſary 
that it is not by any Means to be diſpenſed with ; for 
the Reaſon of the Thing, and frequent Experience, con- 
ſpire to ſhew, that the Soldier who is endowed with it, 
will keep his Poſt, prolong the Fight, and even force the 
Victory; while the treacherous, mercenary or pulilani- 
mous, will meanly yield the Battle.— aving conſi- 
dered _ of the Accompliſhments of the Soldier, -we 
now paſs, 

1 To conſider the Fitneſs of thoſe Accom- 
pliſhments to anſwer the wiſe and righteous Purpoſes of 
divine Providence in the World, | | 

| As 
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mus the Providence of God is minutely concerned in 
human Affairs; and, as the Soldiers Employment is no 
illegal Profeſſion, he; is pleaſed to make Ulſe of it in 
bringing about ſome of his Deſigns among Men. God 
— worles by Means and Inſtruments; at leaſt this 
ſeems to be very much the Method of the.divine Ope- 
ration in our World: And he does not pleaſo to exert, 
always, his own Omnipotence, in thoſe Caſes, wherein 
inferior Means, an gelic or human, are ſufficient. And 
aa there are man 1 for the Accompliſhment whereof 
the Soldier and His Weapons are naturally ſuitable and 
fit Inſtruments, God — them for thoſe Purpoſes. 
Such are the Protection of a Country againſt foreign 
Invaders the Preſetrbation of the Peace of a Commons 
Wealth or Republick-—the Recovery of Peace when 
broke in upon, and diſturbed - the erecting of States and 
Kingdoms or the Overthrow of them. the chaſtiſing 
of wicked and idolatrous Nations, and the like. — The 
Soldier; in the Courſe of divine Providence, is a fit In- 
ſtrument to effect theſe grand Purpoſes; and his Fitneſs 
herefor is too eaſily/perceived, at firſt View, to need 
much ſaĩd to make ir plainer. ——. For — 
Arx it be the Deſign of Providence to defend a Country 
inſt unrighteous Invaders, who, unprovok'd, commit 
various Hoftilities, and meditate its Ruin; what Inſtru- 
ment fitter to accompliſſi this than the Soldier ? to reſiſt 
armed Violence, to repel Force wich Force, and beat 
back the Enemy? 
1s the Peace of a Nation is to be preſerved, or when 
loſt, regained, What, under God, is able to do this more 
effectually than the Soldier, uhoſe military Skill and 
Accomphſhments, transfuſe Terror into diſtant Nations, 
hoſe Valor can humble the proud Heart of the inſo- 
lent Diſturber, ſtop his — and * him to 
Conditions of Peace! daß! 
Ir States and Kingdoms are to be ſet up, and pulled 


down, or wicked Nations chaſtiſed, What aſtrument ” 
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the Hand of Providence, fitter for theſe Purpoſes, than 

the Soldier? God hath often made ule of hin for theſe 
Ends, as is plain both from ſacred and profane Hiſtory; 
as well as daily Obſervation. TH did God, who work 

eth all in all, make uſe of the ſewiſh Soldiers to chaſ- 

tile and drive òͤut the Canaanitiſh Nations, and of thoſè 
Nations in their Purn, to grieve and harraſs ihe Jews, to 
be Pricks in theit Eyes, and Thorns in their Sides ;/ and 
by the ſame Means did he once ere& and afterwards de- 
ſtroy, the Perſian, Grecian and Roman Empires: And 
he is now making uſe of the Soldier, his Valor, Bis wälitary 
Skill, and Weapons of War in Europe, in. Ausricu, and in 


other Parts, for what Purpoſes, the Event will reveal. 


Whatever are the Views of Men herein, what Unrnighte- 
ouſneſs, what Inhumanity, what various Arts of Fraud and 
Deſigns of Ambition, and lawleſs Gain are practiſed by 
them; the Deſigns of God are certainly holy, wife and 
grand: He is juſt and righteous in all his Ways, who 
doth marvellous Things paſt finding out, and Wonders 
without Number. | | 
Wr ſhall now cloſe the Subject with a few Reflections. 
1. Ir the accompliſhed Soldier is, in the Handiof Pro- 
vidence, an adequate and fit Inſtrument ro anſwer the 
Ends above-mentioned ;" it is then the Intereſt of every 
Republick, or Political Body, to furniſh themſelves with 
a Milida.— What Method is the beſt and moſt eſſectual 
to reach the Intention, this or that, is not for me to de- 
termine; it would be acting out of Character, and per- 
haps, be cenſured as an Encroxchment upon the Rights 
of others, to meddle in ſuch aCaſe as this. I ſhall there- 
fore, as I ought/ leave the Regulation of this Matter to 
thoſe to Whoch it of Right belongs, and content myſelf 
with only Hying in general; that as it is the Intereſt of 
every State to provide for its beſt Defence; and as the 
Militia, both in the Nature of the Thing, and in the 
Hand ef Providence, is ſuch a Defence; it is their Wi 
dm to become ſufficiently ſupply'd with one. a 
union | C 'Tuir 
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- Tzxxy ſhould. take ſuch Methods for it as will be 
the molt effectual, and really and truly anſwer the De- 
ſign—Such Methods as will teach their Hands to War, 
and their Fingers to fight, —ſuch as will cheriſh military 
Skill, Order and Diſcipline, or revive them when gone 
to decay; ſuch as will inſtruct in the Art of War, in the 
Uſe of che Sword and Bow, and every other warlike 
Inſtrument ; and ſo become expert in War. | 

2. Tux Subject points us both to the Intereſt and 
Duty of our own Country; in particular, under the pre- 
ſent Menaces and growing Dangers of a ormidableEne- 
my; and under all thoſe public Perplexities and Em- 
barraſsments which ariſe from that Quarter. 

Tus beſt expedient, under God, to emerge out of 


our Difficulties, to avert impending Dangers, and to 


repel the horrid Approaches of a daring ambitious Foe, 
is, to revive. the military Spirit of our renowned Fore- 
fathers, and prepare againſt the Day of Battle and War. 
What God may do for us in this Day of Darkneſs and. 


Danger is one Thing; but what we have any Reaſon to, / 


expect he will do, is quite another: And we can have 
no Reaſon to hope for his Bleſſing in any of our Enter- 

rizes, if we ourſelves are unprepared for theBuſineſs, — 
if deſtitute of the Soldiers Accompliſhments—if defec- 
tive inPoint of Valor, Skill or loyal Affection For God 
worketh with ſuch Inſtruments as are naturally fit to an- 
ſwer the Purpoſe, in the Reaſon of the Thing; there- 
fore, we may as well attempt to plow with the Muſket, 
to reap with the Trumpet, or to build our Houſes by 
the Beat of theDrum, as to conquer an Enemy in Arms, 


without martial Accompliſhments. —And we. have all 


the Motives which this World can afford, to ſtimu- 


late us to the moſt ſpeedy, effectual, and com henſive 
Acquiſition of the Art of War, in its various Forms, for 


our Lives, our Property, our Religion, and every Thing 
precious, and worth the having, are evidently ſtruck at, 
and in Danger : moſt valuable Enjoyments all, and richl 
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worth the ſaving. But what is Life, What is Liberty, 
under papal Tyranny, and lawleſs Domination? Life 
is lingring Death, Liberty a cruel voy, 4 Ariſe 
then, My Brethren— To Arms, to Arms let all the 
Men of War draw near,—your Country calls you—rls 
the Voice of God—Beat your Plowſhares into Swords, 
and your Pruning-Hooks into Spears; take the Bow, 
the Shield, and the Battle-Ax, and prepare for War— 
prepare—while you may.— While you are free Men, 
while you are at Liberty to defend your own dearCoun- 
try, which you can no Jonger call your own, than you 


keep thoſe at a Diſtance who are aiming to become your 


Maſters.—” Tis more than Time already that we take 
the Alarm look about us - and begin to do our utmoſt} 
Our ancient and irreconcileable Enemy the French; 
with their Indian Allies, imagine Miſchief ' in 
their Hearts, and are continually gathered together 
for War—they envy us this good Land, they ſeek our 
Hort, and are certainly meditating a fatal Blow ; and 
unleſs we collect ourForces—unite our Meaſures —eſta- 
bliſh Oeconomy, Order and Diſcipline, we maſt in a 
little Time become a Prey to thofe violent and unrea- 
ſonable Men. It is true, our moſt gracious Sovereign 
King GEORGE, in his Royal Goodneſs, hath afforded 
for our Protection, a good Body of diſciplined" Troops; 
upon which Occaſion, we pray with all dutiful and loyal 
Affection, Let the King live for ever. But it is not 
generous to be too ſparing of our own Valor, and leave 
them to fight all our Battles for us, leſt we incur the Re? 
buke which. Aa once fell under, who rely'd on the King 
of Syria; Herein thou haſt done fooliſhly; therefore 
from henceforth thou ſhalt have Wars. 

3. From what hath been ſaid we may be admoniſhed 
to engage the good Providence of God in our Favour, 
His Bleſſing upon our military Affairs upon every lau- 
dable Attempt to prepare ourſelves fit Inſtruments for 
his Purpoſe, and upon all our Enterprizes againſt out 

2 Enemy.— 
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Enemy. — Vain are thoſe Schemes of Man, either for 
private or publick Uulity, out of which, God the Diſ- 
ler of all Things is left. He is the ſupreme Gover- 
or of all, He fits at Helm, fole Arbiter of the Fate of 
ens, and orders and directs according to his ſove- 
reign Plealure: To him therefore ſhould we look, the 
great and only Potentate of the Univerſe, and acknow- 
ledge/Him in all our Ways.— The Soldier is but the 
Inſtirument, tho' a fit one, God the Manager.—T hole 
leveral Bands of valiant Men wha came ro David to 
eſtabliſh him in the Kingdom, whatever Views they had 
of their own, were only Inſtruments to fulfil the righ- 
tepus Purpoles, of divine Providence: T was all done, 
75 me Jext expreſſes it, according to the Word of the 
* 2 we read in another Place, the Horſe is 

repared againſt the Day of Battle, but Safety or 
Very is from the Lord. If then we would hope for 

Succe ſs in our Affairs, we muſt jmplore the divine 
Bleſſing and Influence; mult repent and grow better, 
This is the only ſure Method to engage the Provi- 


. dence.of God, on our Side, and become happy either 


here. or hereafter : And yet if we will ſoberly attend 
ro the preſent gloomy State of our Land—rhe Iſſue of 
paſt Enterprizes our Diſappointments and Loſſes the 
growing Number of our Enemy, by afliduous Impor- 
tations— the Advantages they have gained already 
their, Fortreſſes, and ſtrong Holds, which are equally 
our Dread and our Reproach.— If, I fay, we conſider 
theſe Things, have we not too much Reaſon to ſear we 
have ſadly failed, with Regard to the beſt Expedient 
to procure the divine Bleſſing upon us, viz. the Retor- 
mation of our Lives. Were we a holy, we might hope 
to be a happy People; were we ſuch as God would 
have us to be, our Hearts and Lives right in His Sight, 
His good Providence would be concerned for us ; for 


the Eyes of the Lord are in evcry Place, beholding the 
Eyil 
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Evil and the Good, the Eyes of the Lord run tos 
and fro? thro' all the Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong iu 
the Behalf of them, whoſe Heart is perfect towards 
Him.— Nl 1 

Ler each one then be concerned to orm his 
Part, in a general Reformation. Let us forſake thoſe 
Sins and Vices which have provoked. a holy God to 
lift up the Rod of Correction, and ſuffer our Enemy 
ſo greatly to triumph over us; and, in all Things, by 
Prayer and Supplication make known our Requeſts unto 
God. which Requeſts, with Regard to our publick 


Diſtreſſes, may well be expreſſed in the Words of 


the Plalmiſt, ili not thou, O God, ꝛbe haſt caſt tis 
off, will not thou, O God, go forth with our Hoſts, ——— 
give us Help from Trouble, for vain is the Help'of Man. 
4. What has been faid of the Soldiers Profeſſion, 
his Accompliſhments and Uſes, may naturally remind 
us of the Chriſtian Warfare, and our Obligations to 
become expert in it. | 
In this Warfare we muſt perſonally engage, each 
one for himſelf, and not for another ; the Prince and 
the Subject, High and Low, Rich and Poor: Ir admits of 
no Subltitute, no Proxy: Favour is vain here, Mo 
will not buy us off. The Warning runs to all, without 
Exception; put on the whole Armour of God.— All 
are required under the Penalty of eternal Death, to 
become good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, and flee from 
the Wrath to come. ä 
Is this Warfare our Enemies will muſter all their 
Forces, and try our Valor; and if we hope to con- 
quer, we muſt be ttrong in the Lord and in the Power 
of his Might. Be well fix'd and furniſhed with the 
ſeveral Parts of the Chriſtian Armour, and know the 
Uſe of every Weapon—then only ſhall we be able to 
withſtand in the evil Day, and having done all, to 
ſtand ; then only ſhall we be able to reſiſt the Devil, 
and curb our Luſts, and bravely oppoſe the ſpiritual 
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Wiekedneſſes of unreafonable Men, Thoſe, I mean, 
who-lord it over God's Heritage, who would fetter 
our Underſtandings, and enſlave our Conſcicnces—We 
are not, yet (Heaven be thanked) fallen under this 
ſpiritual Tyranny and U ſurpation. We have Liberty 
to follow. the Light of -our own Conſciences, and that 
of; the Holy Seripture, without Danger from the In- 

uiſition After the Way which ſome Men call 
Neraly; fo 'worſhip we yer the. God of our Fathers, 
believing all Things that are written in the Law and 
the Prophets. However, in the great Uncertainty of 
human Affairs, eſpecially in the preſent Concurrence of 
many Things in Wortl-America, we cannot be aſſured 
this will always be our happy Caſe.—If the Bigotry of 
Rowe ſhould take Poſſeſſion of our Engliſb Colonies 
O Liberty dear Liberty religious Liberty! Thou 


muſt ſculk and hide thy Head. The Apoſtolic Pre. 


cept prove all Things; hold faſt that which is 
good: which is now no leſs our Privilege than Duty, 
would then become our Crime. Seeing theſe Things 
are ſo, How neceſlary the Chriſtian Armour? How 
neceſſary both the carnal (if it ſhould be called ſo) 
and the ſpiritual Weapon ?—How ſhould we. all be 


eſtabliſhed in the Faith of the Goſpel, rooted and 


grounded in the Love of it? Holding faſt the Pro- 
feſſion of our Faith without Wavering, as knowing that 
He is faithful who hath promiſed. —And this is the Pro- 
nufe, —He that endures to the End ſhall be ſaved. 


JO CONCLUDE, 

Ler us all remember, our great, our laſt Enemy 
Death, that King of Terrom, before whom we mult 
one Day fall. 
Bx the unalterable Decree of Heaven it is appoint- 
ed unto all Men once to die; there is no Diſcharge 
in tis War. O that Men were wiſe, that they un- 
gerflaod this, that they would conſider their latter End. 
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That they would prepare for Death, and patiently ſub- 
mit to its ſtroke 2 comes; belieyi l a 
I 


Jeſus Chriſt is the Reſurrection and the that, 
tho" we die, yet, ſhall we live, and finally; become 


triumphant Conquerors even over Death itſelf, thro? 
Him, who muſt reign *till he hath 


t all Enemies 
under his Feet. Thanks be to who giveth 


us the Victory thro? our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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